INITIATION CEREMONY FOR 

THE SOCIETAS HONORIS LATINA
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HONOS HABET ONUS

Honor carries burden
SALVETE! - Welcome
HODIE CAPITULUM NOVUM SOCIETATIS LATINAE HONORIS INAUGURANDUM EST IN GYMNASIO (NAME OF SCHOOL) QUINDECIM SOCII SODALITATIS CLASSICAE IUNIORIS HUNC HONOREM HOC ANNO ACCEPERUNT: 

The National Latin Honor Society, sponsored by the Association for the Promotion of Study of Latin, is pleased to induct into the (name of school) Chapter of the Society:

(NEW MEMBERS)
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED BY THE SOCIETY FOR MEMBERSHIP:
1. MAINTAIN A 90% OR BETTER AVERAGE IN LATIN

2. BE A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING OF THE NATIONAL LATIN HONOR SOCIETY

3. EXEMPLIFY GOOD CHARACTER AND CITIZENSHIP WITHIN YOUR HOME COMMUNITY
CURSUS TAEDAE – The Transition of the Torch
(To be read by Club President or Sponsor)
CURSUS TAEDAE TRANSMITTENDEA ATHENIS IN GRAECIA HABEBATUR. IN HOC RITU SOLEMNI CIVES CATENAM FORMABANT AEQUIS SPATIIS AB INVICEM DISTANTES. PRIMUS IN CATENA TAEDAM IN ALTARI ACCENSAM SEQUENTI TRADEBAT, SECUNDUS AUTEM TERTIO, MANU AD MANUM CURRENDO NEC RETRO SPECTANDO, SIC LFAMMAM VIVAM SERVABAT QUAE ALTERI TRANSMITTENDA ERAT.
The transmission of the torch is a ceremony which used to take place in ancient Greece. For this solemn occasion the citizens lined up at equal distances one from the other, forming a sort of chain. The first one in line lighted the torch at the altar, ran to transmit it to the second, who transmitted it to a third, thus from hand to hand, each citizen ran without a backward glance, keeping alive the flame which he was to hand on to another. Plato recognized in this running of the torch the image of the succeeding generations of life.
A LIGHTED CANDLE IS PASSED AROUND THE CIRCLE, AND AS IT GOES FROM HAND TO HAND, THE MOTTO “HONOS HABET ONUS” IS REPEATED BY EACH MEMBER.
VOTUM – The Pledge 
(Everybody stand and repeat)

EGO SODALIS SOCIETATIS HONORIS LATINAE

VOVEO ME NORMAS SERVATURUM

SOCIETATIS A QUA HUNC HONOREM ACCEPI

VIRTUTES VITAE SCHOLARIS

CIVITATIS AC SERVITII

VOVEO QUANTUM POTERO

ME DEFENSURUM
I pledge as a member of the National Latin Honor Society to uphold the standards of the society from which I received this honor. I will guard the qualities of academics, citizenship and service to be best of my abilities.
SPONSOR'S MESSAGE
REGRESSUS – Recessional
(sing “Gaudeamus Igitur”)
